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Our Summer 2-4-1 Deals 
Have Begun! 
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Gourmet Cupcakes 
Custom Cakes 
French Macarons 
Coffee 
Sweet Treats 


701 MAINSTREET • HOPKINS 
952.479.7516 

10 SOUTHDALE CENTER #1075 • EDINA 
952.920.0302 

AMYSCUPCAKESHOPPE.COM 
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LONELY 

BLONDE 

american blondIe ale 


MPLS FULTON MINN 



LONELY 

BLONDE 


AMERICAN BLONDE ALE 
WITH GRAPEFRUIT 


MINN MADE 


MINNESOTA’S MOST 
BELOVED BLONDE ALE 
HAS A NEW BEST FRIEND 


FULTON 
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THE BEST IN FILM, FOOD & DRINK ALL IN ONE SEATI 


- 32 TAPS AND A FULL BAR - 

- AWARD WINNING CUISINE FROM OUR SCRATCH MADE KITCHEN - 

- FULL MENU AND DRINKS SERVED IN ALL 9 AUDITORIUMS - 

- EVERYTHING FROM BIG BLOCKBUSTERS TO CLASSIC FILMS - 

- MONTHLY SCREENINGS WITH LOCAL BREWERIES - 

AND MORE! 


> intuLiimHitinuvit-buiNhtArtnitNbt 4 

BY MOVIE LOVERS, FOR MOVIE LOVERS 


ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE TWIN CITIES 9060 HUDSON RD WOODBURY, MN 55125 DRAFTHOUSE.COM/TWIN-CITIES 




HAPPY HOUR 11- 6PM - MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
$5 APPETIZERS, $2 OFF ALL BEER, SELECT $3 LOCAL CRAFT BEERS 
AND A SPECIAL DISCOUNTED FOOD MENU! 


; . .Located in the lobby of Alamo-Dfafthouse Woodbury ^ ^ ' ^ . v 
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NATIVE AMERICAN ART & GIFTS 




NORTHLAND 

- - VISIONS 


NATIVE ARTWORK . JEWELRY . WILD RICE . GIETS 


BEADING SUPPLIES 


NORTHLAND VISIONS IS A NATIVE OWNED BUSINESS 

Our new gallery and retail space is still a place where one can find treasures of the land, original 
items made by Native people from the Woodland and Plains tribes of the upper Midwest. Come 

enjoy the art and unique gifts of the northland. 


861 East Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55414 
www.northlandvisions.com • Hours M-F 10-6:30pm - Sat 10-5pm 
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40 oeoti 8000$ 

IN MINNESOTA 


40 YEARS AGO, there were only five breweries in Minnesota. 
The legal drinking age was 19. A beer cost $1.32. 

Halcyon days. Now Minnesota is one of the nation’s emer¬ 
gent beer markets. There are over 150 brew¬ 
eries operating instate, with new shops pop¬ 
ping up at a gold rush pace. In four decades, 
we’ve gone from desert to oasis, with the big¬ 
gest boom coming in the eight years since the 
2011 Surly Bill. 

City Pages has tried a few times to encapsulate and quanti¬ 
fy just how the beer world has changed during the time we’ve 


been covering the Twin Cities scene. But any stab at definitude 
is dulled by the tectonic movement of the brewing industry. In 
2019, evaluation isn’t nearly as important as re-evaluation. 

That’s why we’re using the occasion of 
our 40th birthday—and our annual beer-filled 
parking lot party—to take an academic look at 
the beers coming out of Minnesota and attempt 
to tabulate that greatness. This list may only be 
a mile marker on a road that’s only just being laid, but when we 
look back in another 5,10, or even 40 years, it’s these 40 beers 
we’ll remember as the best of their time. 


BY JERARD FAGERBERG 
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MODIST BREWING CO 


MINNEAPOLIS 


MINNESOTA 


LOOK AT ALL THESE THINGS 


If 

FIRST 


CDLD PRESS COFFEE LAGER 


AMERICAN PALE ALE 


Bronze Coffee Beer 

GABF, 2018 

Top Ranked Pale Lager 
in the world 

Untappd 

4.07/5 “exceptional” rating 
- Beer Advocate 


modistbrewing.com 


Best Hazy IPA in Minnesota 

MN Brewers Guild, 2019 

Gold Specialty Grain Beer 

The Growler Mag, 2018 

Best Beer 

City Pages, 2018 

4.14/5 “exceptional” rating 

- Beer Advocate 


no 


Bronze Specialty Grain Beer 

The Growler Mag, 2018 

4.08/5 “exceptional” rating 

Beer Advocate 




Most Innovative Brewery 

MN Brewers Guild, 2019 

Best new Brewery 

The Growler Mag, 2016 

Top 50 new Breweries in the US 

Beer Advocate, 2016 

4.04/5 “exceptional” rating 

Beer Advocate 
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LIFT BRIDGE 


Schell’s Firebrick 

M The boilers in Schell’s brewery are ancient lungs of 
steam. These hulking workhorses have powered the re¬ 
vered New Ulm brewery through countless batches of 
Old World European beers, but they finally got their due when 
Schell’s named its amber Vienna-style lager in their honor. Fire¬ 
brick carries their legacy in its carmine body and sandy beige 
head. It drinks like punch time on Friday, wiping away hours of 
toil with a single malty flush. This is a beer you can stand by, batch 
after batch, for generations. 

Eastlake Nicollet Mauler 

Eastlake fancies itself a baseball franchise, and as such, 
they needed a hoss of a flagship to fill out the middle of 
their order. Enter Nicollet Mauler, a fence-busting black 
IPA named for the downtown Minneapolis pedestrian agora. 
Mauler packs a wallop, leading off with a sweet burst of kilned 
malt followed with cocoa, coffee, and anise. But it’s got opposite 
field power, too, sporting an audacious amount of piney and floral 
hop flavors. It’s a ’roided-out freak of a beer, but that’s what gets 
’em roaring from the cheap seats. 


Lift Bridge Commander 

^k ^k Before hazy, juicy IPAs ruled the trade boards, it was 
the well-fortified barle 5 rwine that held dominion. Lift 
Bridge’s Commander is a powerfully sweet mix of toffee, 
cardamom, and bourbon. Its 12.5% ABV and exuberant cherry lico¬ 
rice aroma are enough to stop most beer drinkers in their tracks, but 
this is a brew that deserves a wider audience. Commander’s 2018 
vintage was sized down to a 12-ounce serving, so the Stillwater sen¬ 
tinel is more approachable than ever without sacrificing the huge, 
bold flavors that’ve delighted beer nerds for nearly a decade. 



TRY CITU PAGES 
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THEM 
HERE 


BUY THEM 
HERE 


MGlil 



Featuring the 


BEST 

COLD BEER 
SELECTIONS 

in our 35 convenient locations 
throughout the metro area and beyond! 


MGMWINEANDSPIRITS.COM 

SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAIL LIST! 

O /MGMWineAndSpiritsMN 
Q ©MGMminnesota 


SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY, SHOP MGM! 
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EDINA LIQUOR 
NOW DELIVERING 





%UR# 





GREAT SELECTION ■ FREE TWO HOUR DELIVERY 
$35 MINIMUM-NO FEES 


EDINA 



LIQUOR 


Visit edinaliquor.com for details. 
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We strive to produce beers 
of distinct quality for beer-lovers 
and beginners alike. 

ISLAND 


CITY 

BREWING CO. 


HEADED DOWN TO WINONA 
THISSUMMER? DROP BYOUR 
TAPROOM AND HAVE A PINT! 

lslandCityBrew.com 

65 E Front Street | Winona, MN 55987 
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Grain Belt Premium 

Grain Belt’s saintly visage hangs over Minneapolis as one 
of the city’s most enduring landmarks—a feat that could 
never have been accomplished by a lesser beer. This is a 
brew so embedded in the Minnesota way of life they named it The 
Big Friendly. The key to Grain Belt’s halogenic sovereignty is its 
simplicity. You know what you’re getting into as soon as you lay 
eyes on its transparent, corn-colored body and breathe in its facto¬ 
ry-milled grain aroma. You could drink this beer on instinct alone. 
If you’re Minnesotan, it’s already in your bloodstream. 

Insight Doe Eyes 

Door County cherries may be a Wisconsin birthright, 
but the storytellers at Insight have cracked the code 
on how to take those licorice-red tart globes and turn 
them into beer. Doe Eyes is a gobsmacking jolt of Montmorency 
wonder, made with 7,500 pounds of cherries per batch. That’s a 
lot of punch for this sour Belgian, but the beer is all the better 
for it. Imagine mixing a spoonful of maraschino syrup in your 
farmhouse ale, and you’ll have captured the spirit of Doe Eyes, 
but you’ll have missed the whimsy and nostalgia this seasonal 
conjures. 

Badger Hill Tripel Abbey Ale 

Every brewery has a signature annual big beer, but for 
most Minnesota beermakers, that bellwether brew 
comes in the form of a Russian Imperial Stout. Only Sha- 
kopee’s Badger Hill anchors its release calendar around a spicy, 
rocked-up golden ale like Tripel Abbey Ale. Abounding with es¬ 


ters of clove and pepper, this is a beer done the way Friar Tuck 
would’ve liked. It mounts an elegant thin head of bubbles, tracing 
layer by layer as you empty the tulip. It’s a piece of history that 
reinvents itself every December. 

Town Hall Three Hour Tour 

Town Hall Brewery has seen it all. Fads have come and 
gone, and through everything, the Seven Corners brew- 
pub has continued to make tremendous beer without 
making too much of a fuss, not unlike a ship lost to the tides. 
Perhaps their most enduring stroke of genius is their Three Hour 
Tour, a muslin-bodied milk stout that first hit the market in 2009. 
If you find yourself sitting with a toasty pint of this coconut-fla¬ 
vored brew at any of Town Hall’s four locations, savor it. Kegs of 
this special beer come less frequently than search parties for the 
S.S. Minnow. 

Beut Brewstillery Dark Fatha 

Bartley Blume first conceived of Dark Fatha all the way 
back in 2008, six years before he opened Bent Brew¬ 
stillery in Roseville. Now Blume—rechristened Barth 
Vader—stakes the reputation of his brewery/distillery combo 
on the once-a-year “Emperial” stout he cooked up on his home¬ 
brew kit all those years ago. Complex with a Sith-strength ABV, 
Dark Fatha is a gripping blend of bourbon, cocoa, and charred 
toast. It’s an occasion beer for sure. Pair it with your annual re¬ 
watching of The Empire Strikes Back and relish in the spoils of 
the Dark Side. 









NessAlla 

Your Favorite Beer + 


A Kombueha Radler! 


Find us on tap at: 
NessAlla-eom/eity-pages 

Follow us: 

O NessAllaKombucha 
NessAlla 
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om-bi-pack 

/amba.pak/ 


noun 

noun: Ombi-Pack plural noun: Ombi-Packs 

1. a variety six pack of craft beer or three 
crowlers at $1.00 OFF, typically held 
together with a plastic fastener. 

2. informal 

a set of well-developed tastebud 
muscles; “Ombi-Pack palate” 



949 Hennepin Ave E | Minneapolis, MN 55414 | 612.354.7944 

ombibulousmn.com 





UNCOMMON 

LOON 


brewing company 


10825 Lake Blvd, Chisago City - 651.321.4468 
info@uncommonioonbrewing.com 
www.uncommonloonbrewing.com 


Uncommon Loon 
Brewing Company 

Comfortabie Taproom 
& Large Event Center 

Outdoor Patio 
Famiiy & Dog Friendiy 
Live Music 
Games 

Weddings & Receptions 
Private Parties 
Corporate Meetings 


ALL NEW HMONG BEER 

651 TYGA BITE 
TSOV TOM 



Find it in stores now! 


1254 WEST 7TH ST • ST. PAUL • 651-228-1355 • WWW.ViNEPARK.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/ViNEPARK • TWiTTER.COM/ViNE_PARK_BREW 


12 THE 40 BEST BEERS CITYPAGES.COM 

















JERARD FAGERBERG 


Junkyard Free Candy 

Trappists would curdle at the way Junkyard treats Bel- 
gian classics. The Moorhead fun factory prefers a bit of 
palate-teasing absurdity to the hard-wrought classics, 
and their ‘'North Moorhead-style” Quadrupel Free Candy is a per¬ 
fect example of why there’s absolutely nothing wrong with that. 
Eschewing traditional flavors of caramel and clove, Free Can¬ 
dy leans into the Quad’s sugary side, tasting like a wacky slurry 
of freeze-dried banana and cherry fruit leather. Sure, it has all 
the boring qualities purists love (a perfectly cloudy amber body, 
’stache-gripping foam), but sometimes you have to give yourself 
over to the shenanigans. 

Fulton 300 

300 was initially a one-off in celebration of Fulton’s 300th 
I batch in 2013. Now they produce over 29,000 barrels a 
W year, and they’ve been forced to grow into a second pro¬ 
duction facility in Northeast. Through all the growth, 300 has 
remained, eventually becoming a year-round offering. The key to 
300’s appeal is the way that it harmonizes the roasty, sweet rich¬ 
ness of the Pilsner malt with the resinous pine of the Mosaic hop. 
That kind of balance never goes out of style, and this West Coast 
IPA persists as a reminder of Fulton’s first high-water mark. 


Summit Extra Pale Ale 

You don’t last three decades by kowtowing to the crit- 
jC II ics. Though latter-day beer nerds have accused Summit 
of coasting on the success of their Extra Pale Ale, the 
33-year-old beer is as popular in Minnesota as it’s ever been. Sure, 
it doesn’t have the same scene-churning shock factor it did at its 
release, but EPA is a testament to the idea that revolutions can sus¬ 
tain. Summit didn’t make a brassy, piney beer in 1986 to pop their 
sales charts for the month. They did it because they were trying to 
shift the tide. In 2019, a nicely chilled mug of EPA is still one of the 
finest joys of Minnesotan life. 



Saint Paul, 

|4''BrewinG''#^ 


VST OUR PAT O 


LOCATED IN THE 

HISTORIC HAMM'S BREWERY 


688 MINNEHAHA AVE EAST • SAINT PAUL • MINNESOTA 



ONLY SELLER OF 

ASPALL 


N M NNESOTA 


We have a large selection of 
European Import Beers. 


ESTp 


1728 


Aspau 


DRY 

English 

cider 


V 0.9FI-O*- 


w 

BELHAVEN 


raGRLinsResT 


AMAZING & HEARTY 
BRITISH-INSPIRED FARE 

HAPPY HOUR 
MON-FRI 12-6PM 


340 SINGLE MALT SCOTCHES 
& 132 IRISH WHISKEYS 

PRIVATE TASTINGS 
AVAILABLE 


3601 EAST LAKE STREET • MINNEAPOLIS • 612.216.2419 
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UNIQUELY 
LUSGIDUS 
"INDDCHINE” VIBE 


QOlEAST 
HENNEPIN AVE 
NORTHEAST 
NINNEAPOLIS 

B1Q.74B.Q3Q4 


11AN 
10AN 

+ SHINE 


BRUNCn 

CDCDNUT CREAN FRENCH TDAST • 

LUNCH + DINNER 

CREAN CHEESE h- CARAMELIZED DNIDN WDNTDNS 
SPICY CEVICHE • m THAI • PENANG CURRY WITH PDRK 

HAPPY HDUR 

S3.SQ W BEERS « S4.S0 WINE 
SS SPECIAL GDCKTAILS 

APPETIZERS START AT ®3.5D 
SUNDAY-FRIDAY • 3 TD BPN 


BINBERHOr.BDN 



TAPROOM 
NOW OPEN! 


welcome to cider 

MINNEAPOLSCIDER.CO 

@minneapoliscider 



3rd Act Craft Brewery 

Fresh Craft Beer Straight From The Brewhouse 


4120 Radio Drive | Woodbury, MN 55129 | Phone 651-998-2337(BEER) 

ah need a place to relax,... <4^ 

' I not do it with a fresh 

craft beer in your hand, 
brick-fired pizza & pretzels 
-3*3^ ^ and indoor and outdoor 


Find out what’s on tap and what’s in the oven at: www.3rdactbrew.com 



Approachable Brews from Approachable People 


OUR BREW HOUSE 

FEATURES 

niEW BEERS EVERY WEEK! 

Including Flagship & Seasonai Beers varying from 

Kolsch • Wheat • IPA • Stout • Brown • Amber 


255 West Main, Waconia MN | www.waconiabrewing.com 
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Boom Island Oude Funk 

Boom Island is among the wild fermentation pioneers 
of Minnesota, and the Minneaplis brewery’s first con- 
tribution to the spontaneous beer world is the one that 
still upholds the standard for sours in the Gopher State. Oude 
Funk is a triumph of yeast. The gueuze-style Belgian is replete 
with barnyard funk and kombucha-level vinegar esters; let your 
tulip warm slightly, and the vanilla and virgin oak sweetness 
emerges. But pH chasers be wary, Oude Funk is a starter sour. 
It won’t nuke your palate. Instead, its mellow tartness and sim¬ 
ple straw flavor will make you realize why people love wild-fer¬ 
mented beers. 

Fair State Vienna Lager 

W Fair State Brewing Cooperative head brewer Niko Tonks 
proudly calls Vienna Lager ‘'beer-flavored beer.” It’s sim¬ 
ple, but that simplicity is worth exalting. Vienna Lager is 
all-purpose. You could serve it at a fantasy football draft or a baby 
shower or even a gallery opening, and no one in attendance would 
lift a brow. Its caramel malt backbone and pleasing creaminess 
make it the ultimate crowd-pleaser. Keep a case in your basement 
for those spontaneous backyard hangouts or to pair with family 
brat night. You can’t go wrong. 

Steel Toe Before the Dawn 

Steel Toe Brewing’s take on barleywine is a clash of 
■ titans. Before the Dawn takes the dastardly obsidian 
" Russian Imperial Stout, pits it against the fruity, bit¬ 
tersweet English barleywine, and lets the two behemoth styles 
duke it out for a few months in a whiskey barrel. In the wake 
of the tussel emerges a beer that’s deep with layers of molas¬ 
ses, toffee, vanilla, oak, and glorious, glorious booze. A little 
cellaring changes it significantly, so grab two bottles from this 
St. Louis Park brewer when they drop in November. Drink one 
fresh, let one mellow. 

Castle Danger Castle Cream Ale 

» In the wrong hands, cream ale can taste like factory-grade 
corn juice, and for too long, this luscious, refreshing style 
has been fumbled in the hands of cut-rate macrobrewers. 
But slowly, Castle Danger Brewery in Two Harbors has been doing 
its part to rebuild the reputation of this oft-maligned style. Golden, 
rich, and eternally quenching, Castle Cream Ale is as utilitarian as 
beer gets, and it doesn’t sacrifice quality to do so. That’s why it won 
Best Beer in 2017. 


Fulton War and Peace 

» Most people who start the novel War and Peace don’t 
finish it. Like the Tolstoy masterwork it’s named for, 
Fulton’s War and Peace imperial coffee stout is an un¬ 
dertaking. Brewed with whole dark roast Peace Coffee beans, 
this is a well-fortified 9.5% bomber that goes down contempla¬ 
tively. But unlike the Russian novel, there is no satisfaction in 
finishing a bottle of War and Peace. When you’re done, you’ll 
wish there was a sequel. Good news: There is. A special ca¬ 
cao-infused variant is available in Fulton’s Mixed Coffee four- 
pack. 



Check our website for food truck & music schedule 

519 Division St. S. (6th St. Entry) • Northfield, MN 



DOWNTOWN 
ST. PAUL'S LONGEST 
AND STRONGEST 
HAPPY HOUR 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-7PM 
NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS! 


FULL MENU 
AVAILABLE 

11AM-2AM EVERY DAY 
FREE PARKING 

Monday-Friday after 4pm and ALL DAY 
Saturday and Sunday for Alary's Customers! 


BUY ANY MENU ITEM & 
GET ONE ITEM OF EQUAL 
OR LESSER VALUE 

FREE! 

11AM-2PM DAILY 


139 7TH STREET EAST | ST. PAUL, MN | 651-224-7717 | ALARYS.COM | FOLLOW US oom 



KLOCKOW BREWING CO 

36 SE 10th Street | Grand Rapids^ MN 


g) Always 10 beers on tapg 
Live music every Saturday at 7pm g 
gN/A options available g 
g Beautiful surrounding areag 
gFamily & dog friendlyg 


Wednesday: 2pm-9pm 
Thursday: 2pm-9pm 
Friday: 2pm-10pm 
Saturday: 12pm-10pm 
Sunday: 12pm-6pm 
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STIGMA 

HEMP COMPANY 



INDEPENDENT t LOCALLY OWNED 


■7 


stigmahemp.com 




© d 


FEEL BETTER TOGETHER 

@STIGMAHEMP 


16 THE 40 BEST BEERS CITYPAGES.COM 


u a 












Qim WINE TASTING 

FRI4-8 SAT 3-7 



BEER TASTING 
EVERY TUE 4-8 


NORTH LOOP 


WINE & SPIRITS 


MORE THAN 800 BEERS IN STOCK! 



NORTHLOOPWINE.COM • 612-338-5393 

218 WASHINGTON AVENUE NORTH MINNEAPOLIS MINN 55401 
OPEN 9AM-10PM MON DAY-SATURDAY, 11AM-6PM SUNDAY 
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READY? 



\\Aly 


MINNESOTA 

BRIDE 

MAGAZINE 

BEST 


• Welcoming & Casual 

• Non-Commissioned Sales Team 

• GIA Diamond Experts 

• Largest Selection of Rings, Bands 
& Diamonds in the Twin Cities! 


continental 

Diamond 

ContinentalDiamond.com 





Broadkastefe Jr. 

Pairs with: \ 

• Barrel Aged Stout 

• Porter 

• Brown Ale 

• Or, whatever the 
bar offers 

free to the band 


Tbivfi 

GUITARS 


/ww.twintown.com • 612-822-3334 
3400 Lyndale Ave S • Follow us: @twintownguitars 
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Dangerous Man Chocolate Milk Stout 

Long before the concept of the dessert beer became ubiq¬ 
uitous, northeast Minneapolis’ Dangerous Man Brewing 
was there, turning out delectable stouts that captured 
the imaginations of the drinking public. Chocolate Milk Stout is 
purpose-fit for the inner kid in you. It’s a dose of playground silk, 
delivered with brownie-batter-esque sweetness. Though indul¬ 
gent, Chocolate Milk Stout does show some restraint, balancing 
off the syrup currents with some, you know, actual beer character. 
Modern pastry stouts could learn a thing or two from Dangerous 
Man’s flagship elementary school-style stout. 

Disgruntled Stupid Good 

The haze masters of Minneapolis and St. Paul never 
could have known that their greatest challenge would 
come in the form of an absolute game-breaker out of 
Perham. Disgruntled Brewing’s Stupid Good is the seventh-high¬ 
est-rated beer from Minnesota on BeerAdvocate, placing above 
all other NE IPAs listed on the site. What BA users have zeroed 
in on that the rest of Minnesota seems to have missed is Stupid 
Good’s immense punch of citrus. It’s a beer that smells like the 
spritz that escapes the flesh of a freshly peeled grapefruit, and it 
glows a hypnotic orange in the glass. 

HauiuierHeart Flauiiug Lougship 

vikings are prone to burning their flagships, so it’s 
fitting that the staple beer at HammerHeart Brewing 
Co. bears the name Flaming Longship. The wickedly 
smoked Scotch ale exhibits all of the Nordic marauder-themed 


Lino Lakes brewery’s strengths. Flaming Longship carries 
mounds of peaty goodness and an earthen hoppiness, all foisted 
upon a sinisterly dark roasted malt axis. HammerHeart’s rotat¬ 
ing taplines turn over fast, but Flaming Longship is the liquid 
pitch they’ve chosen to lead them into battle since they first 
flew their sails. 

Modist First Call 

Coffee beers don’t have to be overbearing, as Modist 
Brewing Co. proves with their Wesley Andrews-infused 
lager First Call. This is a Galaxy Brain beer. By sight, you’d 
think it was a budget lager. By smell, you’d think coffee porter. By 
taste... you don’t know what to think. You’re getting roasted arabi- 
ca at the same time as biscuity factory malt. You’re leading in with 
a nostril-tempting aroma and going out with a perfectly quenched 
cleanness. Be thankful for this mindfuck. It’ll break you out of 
your coffee beer rut. 

Town Hall Masala Mama 

A true O.G. of the Minneapolis/St. Paul beer scene. 
Town Hall Brewery’s old-school IPA Masala Mama is 
veritable institution. With a decade and a half of prom¬ 
inence under its belt, this resin-heavy stalwart has earned the 
respect of most everyone who’s touched it to their lips. Masala 
Mama is fortified with a mishmash of different West Coast hops, 
leading to spicy, pungent beer that mystifies still to this day. Ma¬ 
sala Mama was given a nod from Food & Wine as Minnesota’s 
best IPA in 2016, and three years later, you could still make that 
argument. 








CITYPAGES.COM THE 40 BEST BEERS 19 































NICK MCCURDY JOSH PAISLEY 


COOPER 


MICHAEL LATESSA 


ROGER SM TH GREG LOMBARD 


RUEBEN 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN - 612.208.0821 


20 THE 40 BEST BEERS CITYPAGES.COM 







JERARD FAGERBERG 


Steel Toe Size 7 

^ Seven is Steel Toe’s lucky number. With the 7% ABV, 77 

I IBU Size 7IPA, the brewery reached hop holiness in 2011. 

W Though they also do Size 4 and Size 11 variants, Size 7 has 
always reigned supreme. ‘Tongue-scraping” is a kind way to char¬ 
acterize the ferocious kick of bitterness contained in one golden 
pint of this beer. It tastes like someone juiced the Willamette Val¬ 
ley, strained it into a shaker pint, and dared you to slurp it down. 



617 CENTRAL AVE SE • MPLS 
612-331-4169 
OTTERSSALOON.COM 



Thai it 

You’ll like it! 


Sa-Wheat-Dee Thai Beer. 

Available exclusively at Sawatdee 
and brewed by Tin Whiskers infused 
with chili, basil and lemongrass. 

SERVING AWARD WINNING 
THAI CUISINE SINCE 1983 

607 Washington Avenue S 
Minneapolis • 612.338.6451 

Full Bar • Private Party Room 
Catering • Delivery • and more! 


Minneapolis • St. Paul • Maple Grove 
St. Cloud • Bloomington 

WWW. SAWATDEE .com 


Lupulin Hooey 

Host of the annual IPA Invitational, Lupulin Brewing has 
stolen the hearts of the hop-crazed with their incredible 
stewardship of the far-flung style. Year-round American 
IPA Hooey best exemplifies their dedication to the IPA’s juciest in¬ 
terpretations, combining Citra, Mosaic, and all their trendy cousins 
into one sunshiney porridge of a beer. NE IPA C5mics won’t find a 
conversion experience in this nose-thumbing juice monster, but 
they will find Minnesota’s best emulation of the beers that shot the 
words “New England IPA” to the top of every beer trader’s wishlist. 

BlackStack Local 755 

Hopheads chase BlackStack’s trucks around town like 
lawyers chasing ambulances, trying to score the latest 
Drake-inspired haze drop, but the St. Paul brewery has 
never surpassed the velvety appeal of its flagship Local 755. Likely 
the most utilitarian NE IPA in the Twin Cities, it invites drinkers 
in with a bouquet of citrus aromas, and keeps them sipping with 
its provocatively soft body. This fragrant slurry of Citra, Amarillo, 
and Azacca hops goes down much easier than it probably should, 
and that’s why it’s one of BlackStack’s few regular tallboys. 

Fair State Mirror Universe 

Fair State didn’t want to be known as the kings of hazi¬ 
ness, but they certainly didn’t help that cause when they 
followed their much-lauded Modern Times collabora¬ 
tion Spirit Foul with the ectoplasmic NE IPA Mirror Universe. 
This “highly illogical” pillow of Mosaic, Citra, and El Dorado is 
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ALL MINNESOTA 
CRAFT BEER ^ 
10% OFF* |U 

OVER 275 BEERS 
AVAILABLE TO 1 

CHOOSE FROM! 

5/29/19-6/16/19 

*No additional discount on items already on sole 


CENTRAL AVENUE 

4950 Central Ave 
(763) 706-3819 


37™ AVENUE 

2105 37th Ave 
(763) 706-3813 

ip 


Sun day 11 am-6pm • Monday th^ri^dturday 9am-10pm 


stay up to date: OO topvaluliquor.cpm 


TOPVALU 


COLUMBIA HEIGHTS • MINNESOTA 
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JERARD FAGERBERG 


catnip for hazebois, but Mirror Universe stands out for its incred¬ 
ible softness. Fair State bolds a strict principle of approacbability, 
and tbis silky bop monster somehow still fits tbe bill. 

Surly Furious 

^ Wbat’s left to say about Surly Furious? It’s tbe second 
1 recognizable beer out of Minnesota. Tbe bearer of 

W all standards. Tbe beer that launched 1,000 breweries. 
The flagship of Minnesota’s flagship. Wherever new and outra¬ 
geous perversions of the IPA style appear, Furious will be there, 
course-correcting with its pineous collection of hops and tri¬ 
ple-digit IBU. This beer’s fury is undeterred from a decade-plus of 
setting the standard for what a Minnesota IPA should be. 

Junkyard King Size 

^ ^ d should be fun, but it almost feels wrong that Junk- 

m H yard’s peanut butter stout King Size is this much fun. One 
W sip and you’ll be thrust back to the days of stealing af¬ 
ter-school snacks out of the cupboard. It’s the kind of beer you 
imagine begging your parents to buy as you go through the Kowal¬ 
ski’s checkout line. But don’t let the Nutella-meets-Nutter Butter 
aroma blur your judgment. This imperial stout’s 11.3% will kick in 
and remind you King Size is not for kids. 


Barrel Theory Rain Drops 

^ Were the brewers at Barrel Theory smokin’ on cookie in 

J the hotbox when they named their flagship NE IPA Rain 

W Drops? Most likely yes. The St. Paul hypebeasts took off 
like “Bad and Boujee” at a midnight dance club when they opened 
in 2017, and they’re now among the hottest beermakers in the 
country, thanks to their dry-hopped stalwart. It feels like every 
blockbuster they’ve released since has been trying to recapture 
Rain Drops’ greatness. Like the Migos song it’s named for. Rain 
Drops sucks you in before you even know what’s happening. 





IBmHfiTOYIlR Uptown, MPLS • 612.377.3532 


2324 Lyndale Ave. S, 


Qp leaningtoweimpls.(oin 

BEST PIZZA IN 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Since 1952 
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INDIA PALE ALE ABV7.6% 
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lOST IN TRANSLATION 

NFlV ENGLAND IPA LiL 


TALKING ©WATERS 

BREWING CO. 

BEER THAT SPEAKS. 

HANDCRAFTED IN MONTEVIDEO, MN 

talkingwatersbrewing.com | (a)twbrewingco 
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HDT DDG CDMBINATIDNS! , f n H . 
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SDNDAY - THDRSDAY 612-236-4089 - TILTPINBALLDAR.COM 
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Pryes Dublin Dry Stout 

^ It was seven years before Pryes found a permanent home 
I in their new Near North brewery. By the time they opened 

P PP* in the summer of 2017, their Miraculum had already 
established itself as a local standby, but the IPA has since been 
usurped by a malty successor: Dublin Dry Stout. A gold medalist 
at the 2018 North American Brewers Awards, Dublin Dry Stout 
is everything Guiness promises to be and more. Bready, complex, 
and incongruously light, it’s the pride of Irish beers. 

Indeed Rum King 

This big-body 12-ounce annual should be more of a tradi- 
I I tion. Northeast’s Indeed broke the mold when they start- 
W W ed canning their boozy imperial stout in small-can four 
packs. Rum King is too much to take a pint at a time. A delightful 
confection of raisin-y, molasses-y nectar and hot Caribbean booze, 
it’s a beer that needs to be sessioned carefully and deliberately. Its 
thick depths go down slowly and pensively, with all the tonic qual¬ 
ity of its namesake spirit. 

Forager Pudding Goggles 

^ City Pages’ 2019 Best Beer was really overdue for its ac- 
III Pudding Goggles is the envy of any beer nerd’s 

W far-flung collection, an appointment beer of the highest 
order. Clear your schedule when its crowler release is announced. 
Cancel your son’s hockey game so you can wait in line. You’d sink 
belly-deep into a hot tub of this sludgy dessert beer if you could. 


Fair State Pils 

9 It may be passe to laud a beer for its allegiance to the Re- 
inheitsgebot, but greatness had a definition long before ar¬ 
tisans started putting yeast, water, malt, and hops together 
in the United States. That definition is capitulated in Fair State’s 
no-bullshit Bohemian-style “fizzy yellow beer”: Pils. Pils is per- 





MINNEAPOLIS FOOD 
TRUCK & AVAILABLE AT 
YOUR LOCAL CO-OP 


AUTHENTIC EUROPEAN 

BRATS & KRAUT 

‘Imported. From Minnesota!” 

WWW.BRATWERKS.COM 

@GERHARDSBRATS 


• « 
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I7HH TERRACE DRIVE 
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GAI BIERGARTEN SERIES 



Deutsche Tage 

[GAI GERMAN DAYS] 

Saturday, June 8 | 11 AM-10 PM 
Sunday, June 9 | 11 AM-5 PM 


Grapes 



Saturday, July 20 16-9 PM 
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Wine Tasting Garden Party 
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Join Andrew Lee and Andrew Schmitt of the 
Minnesota Beercast listeners on a travel experience to 
the world-famous Munich Oktoberfest this September. 
The tour includes all airfare, taxes, daily breakfast 
and one hotel for 5 nights. 


JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OKTOBERFEST, MUNICH STYLE! 


For more information: www.defineddestinations.com 
mkenney@defineddestinations.com or call 651.398.9358 



DEFINED 

DESTjNATIONS 



Brewery and Taproom located at: 429 Wabasha Street S • St Paul, MN 
(651) 224-2102 • www.wabashabrewing.com f © 




WE’VE PERFECTED 
THE FINE CRAFT 
OF FUN! 

patio and deck^ 80 taps, full menu, 
Sunday brunch, happy hour, events 
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feet in a way that’s difficult to articulate. It tickles a part of your 
brain that has evolved to recognize good beer on instinct—a hid¬ 
den lobe that has not developed to recognize lactose or lupulin 
powder but only sweet, clean-finishing barley water pulled back 
through time and poured into a glistening pilsner glass for your 
instinctual enjoyment. 

Modist Dreamyard 

If you ever wondered why certain brewers love putting oats 
in their beer, give Dreamyard a try. The 2018 Best Beer-win¬ 
ning New England IPA from Modist is made with 100% 
wheat and oats, giving it a succulently soft body. It’s like drinking 
a juice box full of crushed velvet. Like walking face-first through a 
cloud of of grapefruit cotton candy. It’s a softness that malted bar¬ 
ley alone could never accomplish. Yes, Modist does have a unique 
mash filter that allows them to make Dreamyard so cushy, but give 
it up to the beermaking prophets who saw fit to apply it for such 
heavenly ends. A true product of divine inspiration. 

Surly Todd the Axe Man 

Surly Brewing’s once-synonymous brewer Todd Haug may 
have moved on from the Prospect Park brewery, but his lega¬ 
cy remains in one of Minnesota’s most respected beers. Todd 
the Axe Man is the dry-hopped Citra and Mosaic double IPA that 
all imitators are judged by. Fierce as hell but still cushy and sweet, 
the beer is a marvel of both aggression and restraint. Much like 
the kind-hearted metalhead it’s named for, Todd the Axe Man is a 
beer of playful contradiction. May it go down in lore the same way 
its creator has. 


Dangerous Man Peanut Butter Porter 

For a generation of local drinkers. Dangerous Man Peanut 
Butter Porter was the first beer to capture the imagination 
of what craft beer could be. A paragon of both excess and re¬ 
straint, this former Best Local Beer winner tastes like singed toast 
slathered in creamy peanut butter, all without betraying the rich, 
malty base stout it’s built upon. A beer like that can shift a drink¬ 
er’s axis, carrying them from Mich Golden apologist to flag-wav¬ 
ing beer buff with one 16-ounce dose. 

Lift Bridge Silhouette 

In the field of Minnesota-made imperial stouts. Lift Bridge’s 
Silhouette is easily overlooked. The roasty Stillwater-made 
bomber doesn’t lean on outrageous flavors or sky-high boozi¬ 
ness to sell itself. Silhouette is tempered in its approach: a careful, 
deliberate combination of molasses, chocolate, and coffee, alight 
with the bourbon woodiness that gives it that imperial 11.19% 
ABV. But no one flavor comes at the cost of another. You get an ex¬ 
pertly blended dose in every sip, and that’s consistent with every 
new annual release. 

Summit Keller Pils 

St. Paul stalwart Summit Brewing shook off about a decade 
of dust when they launched Keller Pils as one of their limited 
30th anniversary beers in 2016. This was a brewery thriving 
off their first innovation in 1985, one that City Pages readers were 
writing off as “the Coldplay of beers.” Then they go and gobsmack 
their doubters with a crackery unfiltered German-style pilsner 
that no one saw coming. October gave the instant classic a perfect 
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dangerously good ales 

BREWED IN TWO HARBORS, MN 

Taproom and Patio located at |_^ 

17-7* Street, Two Harbors, MN 

castledangerhrewery. com 
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Everyone Welcome 
SINCE i<n<? 


WEEKiy EVENTS 

MEAT RAFFLE 

5pm FRIDAYS 

KARAOKE . . , 

8:30pm SATURDAYS 

POKER EVERYDAY 6AMIN6 


BINGO 

6pm SUNDAYS 
6pm MONDAYS 


Regular & Electrofiic 
Pull Tabs AND 
Electronic Bingo! 


WEEKLY 

SPECIALS 

LUNCH I l-3pm 
DINNER 5-8pm 
HAPPY HOUR 

M-F 2-6pm 9-1 I pm 
SAT I I-5pm 
SUNDAY ALL DAY 


6509 WALKER STREET ST. LOUIS PARK, MINNESOTA (952) 929-9016 
STLOUISPARKAMERICANLEGION.COM R # ® 




JJ’s Clubhouse 
offers a wide selection 


Join us for 

from 7-10 PM! 

All MN pints and pounders are on special! 


sports bar & grill 


6400 Wayzata Blvd • Golden Valley • 763-595-8771 

JJSCLUBHOUSEMN.COM 


some of which made 
City Pages’ Top 40! 
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TWITTER, (aBENTPADDLEBREWING 


100. Paste Magazine ranked it as the number-two pilsner in the 
world. It’s just that good. 


Forager Regal Hops 

3 Forager’s immodest style has lead to some truly bonkers 
beers. From gummy-bear sours to butterscotch stouts, the 
bad boys of Rochester have Fuck Youed themselves into 
some memorable brews. But when they put their powers toward 
crafting a heads-above-the-rest double IPA, they come away with 
the crown jewel their varied arsenal. Regal Hops is indeed king of 
the juicy IPAs, touting its all-Citra mastery above the pretenders 
to its dry-hopped throne. Its reign is short, though, as even at 8% 
ABV, this IPA slurps like an Orange Julius. 


Surly Darkness 

! The ritual of Darkness is just as important as the beer itself. 
Surly’s sinister Russian imperial stout calibrated the Twin Cit¬ 
ies’ definition of greatness, and it recalibrates it every single 
year, leading hundreds of faithful to line up outside the Brooklyn 
Center brewery’s gates to rejoice in the goat-blood blackness and 
hellfire booze that Darkness heralds. Festivities have been moved to 
Somerset recently, and the beer is more widely available than ever, 
but the spirit of revelry is as alive. With an imperial stout this con¬ 
sistently bewitching, it’d be a sin not to celebrate. 


Bent Paddle Barrel-Aged 
Double Shot Double Black 

^ Bent Paddle’s Cold Press Black Ale is a start. Anyone who 
I considers themselves a beer enthusiast should sample it. Bar- 
W rel-Aged Double Shot Double Black is a grand finale. Anyone 
who’s convinced they’ve already had the best beer of their life 
should sample it. BADSDB moves goal posts. It rewrites stan¬ 
dards. An absolute borealis of flavor, BADSDB is the kind of beer 
you drink with no distractions. It absorbs you in its toffee and 
whiskey aromas, its vanilla cold press sweetness, and its simmer¬ 
ing booze backbone. A tremendous beer from the Duluth brewery, 
and one that’s worthy of top honors in 2019. 



WOODEN 

HILL 

BREWING 

COMPANY 





t jJV 

^ CRAFT 

Craft Beec 
Kitchen Onsit^ 
Big Cans-To-Go 


7421 Bush Lake Road 
Edina, Minnesota 

WOODENHILLBREWING.COM 



6 PACKS 
AVAILABLE 

310 2nd Street 
Hudson, Wl 54016 

hopandbarrelbrewing.com 
f sr © 


Worth the trip. 



1416 1st Avenue N I f O | Moorhead. MN 56560 

www.junkyardbeer.com 
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VOTED BEST CRAFT A VOTED BEST 

BEER BAR GREATER OUTDOOR DINING 

MINNESOTA —Duluth Reader 

—Growler Magazine Magazine 

mwMA 

SIRBENEDICrS 

LIVE MUSIC 

AND HAPPY HOUR DAILY! 
25+ CRAFT BEER TAPS. 
SCRATCH MADE FOOD. 
FAMILY FRIENDLY! 

805 E Superior Street • Duluth, MN • 281.728.1192 

SirBcns.com f # (D 



SPIRAL BREWERY 

Visit our taproom in Historic Downtown Hostings, MN 

111 2nd Street East spiralbrewery.com 651-212-7160 



VISIT DULUTII.m/^ 


( visitduluth.com/breweries 

#AuthenticDuluth f Q @ i 
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ITEMS CURRENTLY BUYING: 



Sports Memorabilia, Signed Items, Tickets, 
Game Used Bats Jerseys Equipment, 
Publications Magazines Yearbooks Programs, 
Souvenirs Buttons Pennants, Bobbleheads, 
Plaques, Gloves, Vintage Equipment, Etc. 



Sports Cards & Non Sports Cards - 
Singles, Sets, Unopened Boxes Any Year, 
Cases Any Year 



Records Vinyl Albums & 45’s, CD’s, 
Cassette Tapes, 8 Track, Concert Shirts, 
Tickets, Autographed Memorabilia, 
Music Memorabilia, Posters 



Movie Posters Lobby Cards - 
Vintage or newer. 
Banners, Movie Magazines 



Comic Books - 

Golden age. Silver age. Bronze age. 
Original Comic Art, Big Little Books, 
Comic Character Toys, Action Figures 



Autographed - 
Sports Items, Comic Books, 
Movie Items, Music items 


Toys, Action figures. Star Wars 
Vintage, Mail in Premium, 
Transformers, Hot Wheels, 
Tonka Toys, Toy Trucks 


ITEMS CURRENTLY FOR SALE: 

Over 20,000 Records, CD’s, and Cassette Tapes 
Sports Cards and Memorabilia • Non-Sports & Gaming Cards 
Autographed Memorabiiia • Thousands of Comic Books 

Tons of Movie Posters 


908 MAINSTREET HOPKINS MN • 952-452-9933 • HOURS MON-SAT 10-6 SUN 11-5 























































An Outstanding Collection of 

Fine Wines, Craft Spirits, Seasonal & Craft Beers 

BEST BOURBON SELECTION IN DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 


WE DELIVER - CALL FOR DETAILS (612) 339-4040 


BEST CRAFT BEER SELECTION IN DOWNTOWN 

Single bottles of most beers available for 
10% OFF mix and match 6 packs! 


EVERYDAY SPECIAL 

Purchase Any 12 Wines, Receive 10% Off 

Including Sale Items 


1010 Washington Avenue | Minneapolis, MN 55415 | www.1010wws.com 
GROUND LEVEL OF BRIDGEWATER LOFTS | Mon-Sat 8am-10pm & Sun 1 lam-6pm 


WASHINGTON 

WINE & SPIRITS 
































